Secretory IgA is a component of rabbit lung surfactant.
Secretory IgA is a major protein component of rabbit lung surfactant purified by NaBr density gradient centrifugation from endobronchial lavage and minced lung tissue. Secretory IgA was found in both surfactant and non-surfactant fractions obtained from endobronchial lung washings. By contrast in minced-lung washings, which are not contaminated with proteins from the upper respiratory tree, secretory IgA is prominent only in the surfactant fraction. These findings indicate that in rabbit lung secretory IgA is present in the alveoli and is intimately associated with the surfactant system.